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Anthony Paduano Named Verrado Middle School Principal

LITCHFIELD SCHOOLS, Ariz. — As the school year winds down, former teacher and current assistant principal Anthony Paduano is
ramping up for an exciting opportunity as the new principal of Verrado Middle School. Pending Governing Board approval on June 8,
Mr. Paduano will begin his role as the leader of the two-time A+ School of Excellence on July 1. He is preceded by current Principal
Karen Williams who has announced her departure to pursue career advancement at the high school level.

Mr. Paduano has six years of administrative experience and has served the past three years in the district as the assistant principal at
L. Thomas Heck Middle School. As an administrator, he has served as a dean of students, athletic director, 504 coordinator, and STEM
coach. Mr. Paduano also brings eight years of teaching experience to the job with stints in sixth grade math, science, reading, and
social studies. He holds a Master’s degree in education and a postgraduate degree in educational leadership and administration.

Mr. Paduano’s current position is open to internal and external applicants.

Superintendent Jodi Gunning said, “Mr. Paduano is a calm and confident leader. He was instrumental in our effective response to
COVID and our successful re-opening of schools. We are certain that he is ready to further the Mighty Mustang legacy of excellence.”

Since opening in 2004 as Verrado’s first school, Verrado Middle School has been a leader in the “A” rated Litchfield Elementary School
District’s family of award-winning schools. In addition to gorgeous mountain views and stunning architecture, Verrado Middle School
is especially known for its academic achievement, winning athletic program, and enthusiastic parent teacher organization.

Mr. Paduano explained, “Verrado Middle School has an excellent reputation throughout the district and our community. | am excited
for the opportunity to focus on building strong relationships and continue to promote academic excellence. This is already a close
knit school family and I’'m honored to be among the ranks of Mustangs who are deeply committed to student success!”

Gunning added, “The Southwest Valley is one of the fastest growing communities in the country. Every day, we are working hard to
attract and retain the best talent that our state has to offer so we can keep up with the growth and continue the quality education
that has become the hallmark of our district. We are proud of our impressive staff retention rates and are committed to keeping the
best and brightest teaching in our schools. Mr. Paduano certainly fits that description, and we are pleased to have him at Verrado
Middle School.”

About LESD

Litchfield Elementary School District is one of the highest performing elementary districts in Arizona. With 17 schools in four cities
(Avondale, Buckeye, Goodyear and Litchfield Park), the District enjoys a stellar reputation rooted in more than one hundred years of
educational excellence.

As one of the largest employers in the Southwest Valley, Litchfield Elementary School District prides itself on A+ schools,
award-winning teachers, low administrative costs, and a highly engaged community. In the spring of this year, LESD successfully got
students back into classrooms as soon as it was safe to do so while offering extensive online and hybrid education options. They also
provided free meals to students through their national award-winning food services program as well as technology to those in need.
The West Valley View recently honored LESD as the 2021 Best School District, Best Place to Work, and Best Preschool.
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Anthony Paduano es nombrado director de la escuela secundaria Verrado

LITCHFIELD SCHOOLS, Ariz. - A medida que el afio escolar termina, el ex maestro y actual subdirector Anthony Paduano se estd
preparando para una oportunidad emocionante como el nuevo director de Verrado Middle School. A la espera de la aprobacion de la
Mesa Directiva el 8 de junio, el Sr. Paduano comenzara su papel como lider de la dos veces A + School of Excellence el 1 de julio. Esta
precedido por la actual directora Karen Williams, quien ha anunciado su partida para perseguir un avance profesional en el nivel de

bachillerato.

El Sr. Paduano tiene seis afios de experiencia administrativa y ha servido los ultimos tres afios en el distrito como subdirector en la
Escuela Intermedia L. Thomas Heck. Como administrador, se ha desempefiado como decano de estudiantes, director atlético,
coordinador 504 y entrenador STEM. El Sr. Paduano también aporta ocho afios de experiencia en la ensefianza al trabajo con
periodos en matematicas, ciencias, lectura y estudios sociales de sexto grado. Tiene una maestria en educacién y un posgrado en

liderazgo y administracion educativa.
El puesto actual del Sr. Paduano estd abierto a solicitantes internos y externos.

La superintendente Jodi Gunning dijo: “Sr. Paduano es un lider tranquilo y confiado. Jugd un papel decisivo en nuestra respuesta
eficaz a COVID y nuestra reapertura exitosa de escuelas. Estamos seguros de que estad listo para promover el legado de excelencia de

Mighty Mustang ".

Desde su apertura en 2004 como la primera escuela de Verrado, Verrado Middle School ha sido lider en la familia de escuelas
premiadas del Distrito Escolar Primario de Litchfield con calificacién "A". Ademas de las hermosas vistas de las montafias y la
impresionante arquitectura, la Escuela Intermedia Verrado es especialmente conocida por sus logros académicos, su programa

deportivo ganador y su entusiasta organizacion de padres y maestros.

El Sr. Paduano explicé: “La Escuela Intermedia Verrado tiene una excelente reputacion en todo el distrito y nuestra comunidad. Estoy
emocionado por la oportunidad de enfocarme en construir relaciones sélidas y continuar promoviendo la excelencia académica.
iEsta ya es una familia escolar muy unida y me siento honrado de estar entre las filas de Mustangs que estan profundamente

comprometidos con el éxito de los estudiantes! "

Gunning agregd, “Southwest Valley es una de las comunidades de mas rapido crecimiento en el pais. Todos los dias, trabajamos
arduamente para atraer y retener el mejor talento que nuestro estado tiene para ofrecer para que podamos seguir el ritmo del

crecimiento y continuar la educacién de calidad que se ha convertido en el sello distintivo de nuestro distrito. Estamos orgullosos de
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nuestras impresionantes tasas de retencion de personal y estamos comprometidos a mantener la mejor y mas brillante ensefianza en

nuestras escuelas. El Sr. Paduano ciertamente encaja en esa descripcidn, y nos complace tenerlo en la Escuela Intermedia Verrado ”.

Sobre LESD
El Distrito Escolar Primario de Litchfield es uno de los distritos primarios de mayor desempefio en Arizona. Con 17 escuelas en cuatro
ciudades (Avondale, Buckeye, Goodyear y Litchfield Park), el distrito disfruta de una reputacion estelar arraigada en mas de cien afios

de excelencia educativa.

Como uno de los empleadores mas grandes en Southwest Valley, el Distrito Escolar Primario de Litchfield se enorgullece de tener
escuelas A +, maestros galardonados, bajos costos administrativos y una comunidad altamente comprometida. En la primavera de
este afio, LESD logré que los estudiantes regresaran a las aulas tan pronto como fue seguro hacerlo, al tiempo que ofrecia amplias
opciones de educacién hibrida y en linea. También proporcionaron comidas gratuitas a los estudiantes a través de su programa de
servicios de alimentos galardonado a nivel nacional, asi como tecnologia para los necesitados. The West Valley View recientemente

reconocié a LESD como Mejor Distrito Escolar, Mejor Lugar para Trabajar y Mejor Preescolar de 2021.



